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There is a famine in Bethlehem. Elimelech 
and Naomi go to Moab with Mahlon and 

Chillion, their two sons.  
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Elimelech dies in Moab. Mahlon and 
Chillion marry two women from the 

Moabites: Orpah and Ruth. 
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Sadly, Mahlon and Chillion die as well. But 
then, there is enough food in Bethlehem 

again. Naomi decides to go back. 
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Orpah and Ruth travel with Naomi. At the 
border between Moab and Israel, Naomi 

tells Orpah and Ruth to stay in Moab. 
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Orpah turns around and goes back to 

Moab. Ruth, however, clings to Naomi and 
doesn’t want to go back to Moab. 
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Ruth says: “I want to stay with you, Naomi. 
Your people are my people, and your God is 

my God.” 
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Naomi comes back from Moab. “Don’t call 

me Naomi,” she says. “Call me Mara, 
because God has made my life bitter.” 
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Ruth and Naomi need food. It is harvest 
time. Ruth goes to the field to collect the 

barley that falls on the ground. 
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The field belongs to Boaz. Boaz asks his 
workers: “Who is this woman?” Then he 

allows Ruth to stay in his field. 
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“Stay on this field,” Boaz says to Ruth. 

“Don’t go to another field. And if you are 
thirsty, you can drink from our water.” 
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Ruth is even allowed to eat with the 

harvesters. Boaz is so kind to her! She eats 
until she is full.  
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Ruth comes home with a lot of barley. 

“Where did you go?” Naomi asks. “I was in 
the field of Boaz,” Ruth says.  
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“Boaz is going to winnow barley at the field 

tonight,” Naomi says to Ruth. “Wash 
yourself and dress up, and go to him.” 
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Ruth makes her way to the threshing floor, 
where Boaz is working. She makes sure she 

isn’t seen by anyone.  
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Boaz is done eating and drinking. He goes 
to sleep in the field. Ruth uncovers his feet, 

and lays down at his feet. 
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In the middle of the night, Boaz wakes up. 

“Who is that?” he asks. “It is me, Ruth, your 
handmaid,” Ruth answers. 
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“You are our close relative,” Ruth says. 

“Will you be our redeemer?” Boaz is willing 
to be the redeemer. 
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Boaz goes to the city, where business is 
done. He calls the man who is a closer 
relative. He calls ten witnesses as well. 
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“Do you want to buy Elimelech’s land?” 

Boaz asks the closer relative. “If you don’t 
want to, I will do it.” 
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“I cannot buy it,” the closer relative says. 

“If you want to buy the land, Boaz, you may 
go ahead.” 
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The closer relative takes off his shoe, and 
gives it to Boaz. That is what they did in 

that time instead of signing papers. 
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Boaz takes the shoe. He promises to buy 
Elimelech’s land, and to marry Ruth. The 

people around him are witnesses. 
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Ruth and Boaz get married. The Lord 

blesses them with the birth of a son: Obed. 
Obed is the grandfather of king David. 
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Elimelech, Naomi, Mahlon, and Chillion 
went from Bethlehem to Moab. Later, 

Naomi and Ruth went back to Bethlehem. 

 

 
Elimelech, Naomi, Mahlon, and Chillion 
went from Bethlehem to Moab. Later, 

Naomi and Ruth went back to Bethlehem. 



 ©Take a Moment – Marina Moree  

Credits:  
The illustrations are the copyright of Sweet Publishing and Free Bible Images: 

https://freebibleimages.org/contributors/sweet/ 

The illustrations are made available for free download under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported 

license: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/ 

The illustrations are used with permission.  

 

https://freebibleimages.org/contributors/sweet/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

